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Surry County Schools Welcomes NCDPI Dignitaries

On November 9, Surry County Schools welcomed officials from the North Carolina Department
of Public Instruction. Legislative Director of Government & Community Relations Freebird
McKinney, Assistant Superintendent of Agency Schools Dr. Derrick D. Jordan, Special Assistant
to the State Superintendent Julie Pittman, Director of Career & Technical Education Trey
Michael, and Regional Leader Dr. Frances Harris-Burke were in attendance. The Officials visited
Dobson Elementary School, Surry Central High School, and Meadowview Magnet Middle
School. Officials were able to witness firsthand the work that students and staff were doing in
their classrooms.

The dignitaries began their day at the Surry County Schools Administrative Offices in Dobson,
where Superintendent Dr. Travis L. Reeves presented a brief overview of the school system. The
presentation included general information regarding county statistics, demographics, school
mask status requirements, funding, and academic success rates, highlighting initiatives like the
leadership framework and social-emotional learning. The officials then watched a video
showcasing the individual leadership journeys of Surry County Schools students and staff. After
this, Project Coordinator for School Climate Transformation Jodi Southern informed the group
about the additional mental health support that the district has provided to students and staff
through the Climate Transformation Grant, along with substance abuse prevention programs like
Too Good for Drugs and Too Good for Drugs and Violence.

After the presentation was complete, the officials transitioned to the Dobson Elementary School
Ribbon Cutting ceremony. Many former students and staff members were in attendance, along
with Surry County Commissioners Mark Marion and Larry Johnson, School Board Members Dr.
Terri Mosley and Clark Goings, and those who assisted directly with the renovation project. The
Dobson Elementary school project is years in the making, with much of the work occurring
before the groundbreaking in April 2019. In 2014, a facility review was conducted by Mr. Bill
Powell, LT Consulting, LCC. Mr. Powell evaluated all school campuses in the Surry County
School system and helped the Board of Education determine priorities. Powell placed Franklin
Elementary, Mountain Park Elementary, and Dobson Elementary schools at the top of the list.
While the Franklin Elementary and Mountain Park Elementary projects finished in the Spring of
2021, the Dobson Elementary project was delayed until this Fall.
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The group headed to Surry Central High School following Dobson, where they were met by
members of the student government and leadership from the school. The team was then split into
two tour groups and shown various classrooms, including Art, Agriscience, Biomed Health
Science, and many others, to observe instruction before being served lunch by Food Services
students. During the meal, Student Body President Cannon Gates and Senior Class President
Kimberly Gomez-Godinez gave a presentation on what makes Surry Central High School a great
place to lead and learn. Alongside these students was fellow student Spencer LeClair, an Air
Force Junior ROTC cadet who attributes his education at Surry Central as the key to his pursuit
of his pilot’s license over this past summer. Each student provided a unique perspective of their
leadership journey and their plans after graduating high school.

Meadowview Magnet Middle School was the last stop on the visit. The team toured the school
and visited additional classrooms before settling in the Media Center for concluding
presentations. Director of Digital Learning and Media Lucas Gillispie shared information about
Surry Virtual Academy, an online coursework alternative that began in 2013 as a way to provide
high school students the flexibility to participate in college courses, internships, and other
opportunities. Surry Yadkin-Works Program Director Crystal Folger-Hawks gave a brief
overview of Surry Yadkin-Works, the first community-based internship program of its kind in
North Carolina across a two-county region. Following her presentation, Mrs. Hawks invited
three interns to speak to the group and share their experiences. Evelin Lara, a Surry Early
College Senior, reflected on how being an Automotive Technician at Scenic Automotive has
helped her find her voice and feel more comfortable taking leadership roles. Joshua Montalvo, an
East Surry High School Senior, connected his position as a Packing/Truck Loading Intern at
Shenandoah Furniture to the professional development he has completed through the program
and expressed how much the program has helped prepare him for his work environment. Bryan
Wilson, a North Surry High School Senior, revealed that his dream has been to become a
Registered Nurse from a young age and how his internship as an OR Attendant at Hugh Chatham
Memorial Hospital has helped solidify that goal. Following a brief question and answer session
with the interns, Surry Online Magnet School Principal Kristin Blake gave the group a chance to
experience what it is like to be a student at her school. Ms. Blake presented a school day from
the perspective of three different students and emphasized the increased flexibility that students
had to design their schedules. Jessica Shelton, a teacher at Surry Online Magnet School, echoed
Ms. Blake by sharing what her daily schedule looked like, which unsurprisingly included
additional flexibility to best serve the needs of her students. Other presentations included
challenges in teaching from Surry County Schools Teacher of the Year Alicia Fallaw, challenges
in administration from Surry County Schools Principal of the Year Amy Harris, and highlights of
the partnership between UNCG and Surry County Schools with the Principal Preparation for
Excellence and Equity in Rural Schools (PPEERS) Program and the Piedmont Teacher
Residency Partnership (PTRP). Both of these programs have allowed Surry County Schools to
employ qualified teachers and principals to district schools.

Legislative Director of Government & Community Relations Freebird McKinney commented,
“We had an extraordinary experience in Surry County and were struck by the level of intentional
and strategic alignment between Surry County School’s Strategic Plan and the actualization of
these priorities and strategies reflected throughout your schools. The school and classroom
leaders articulated the vision of “Designing Dreams, Growing Leaders” and exemplified how



these words created the foundation for a high-level climate and culture transformation and the
feeling that each working for Surry County Schools is valued, appreciated, supported, and
depended on for their insight, experience, and contribution. We saw this at Dobson Elementary,
Surry Central High, and Meadowview Magnet Middle, and could sense the level of pride that the
students, teachers, and principals carried as they shared their individual and collective passion
for educating young hearts, minds, and souls. There is so much to reflect on and we were
honored to listen and learn of such dedication and commitment. We cannot wait to share our
experiences with Superintendent Truitt, the State Board of Education, and other districts looking
to transcend similar challenges with real, actionable solutions. We will be back!”

Regional Leader Frances Harris-Burke added, “What a great way to see the Surry County
Strategic Plan in action! The students, staff, and families shared so freely and allowed us to learn
about the exciting programs going on in the district.   We are grateful to everyone who made this
visit a huge success. We will share what we have learned with other educators wanting to do
some innovative things.  Thank you, Dr. Reeves and staff, for all that you did for us during this
district visit!”

Assistant Superintendent Dr. DeAnne Danley summed up the visit by saying, “Our team of
school leaders and educators strive daily to provide an excellent educational experience for all of
our students.  I know from today’s visit that our guests from NCDPI experienced a part of the
excellence that takes place daily in our school district. I am proud of the collective work our
team accomplishes for our students.”


